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To?  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF 
HIGH  WYCOMBE 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  Health  Service 
of  the  Borough. 

1971  shewed  a substantial  increase  in  the  estimated  population 
of  the  Borough,  the  Registrar  General  giving  it  as  59 » 930  a 
rise  of  2,160  on  the  previous  year's  figure.  The  natural 
increase  or  the  excess  births  over  deaths  was  624  so  that  it 
appears  that  over  1,500  persons  extra  came  to  live  in  the 
town.  This  is  in  contrast  with  previous  years  where  the 
natural  growth  element  predominated. 

The  number  of  births  (1092)  was  85  fewer  than  in  1970,  the 
birth  rate  falling  from  20.4  to  18.2  per  1,000,  of  that 
number  74  were  illegitimate  (6.7$)-  a slight  percentage 
increase  on  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age  numbered  14,  7 fewer 
than  in  1970  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  dropped  from 
18  to  13  per  thousand  - substantially  below  that  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole  (18  per  1,000)  11  of  these  deaths  took 
place  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life. 

In  all  468  deaths  of  Wycombe  residents  took  place  - 9 fewer 
than  in  1970.  As  usual  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation 
caused  most  (201  - 43$),  cancer  came  next  with  108  (23$). 

Diseases  of  the  chest  and  respiratory  organs  were  responsible 
for  95  (20$).  Cancer  of  the  lung,  surely  one  of  the  most 
preventible  of  all  diseases,  caused  39  deaths,  32  male  and 
7 female. 

Only  two  infectious  diseases  produced  more  than  10 
notifications.  There  were  235  measles  and  3$)  tuberculosis 
(pulmonary  17,  non  pulmonary  13)  of  these  10  pulmonary  and 

II  non  pulmonary  were  in  Asians. 

Fortunately  nowadays  tuberculosis  is  easily  treated  and 
there  was  only  one  death  recorded  from  the  disease. 

Once  again  I have  to  record  appreciation  of  the  co-operation 
and  help  afforded  me  by  Mr  Shapter,  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  and  his  staff  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 


August  1972 


Your  obedient  servant 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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ANNUAL 


REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


20  Amersham  Hill 
High  Wycombe 
August  1972 


SECTION  I 


STATISTICS  : 


A rea  . . . . . « » . . . . « •••  . • • 

Population  (Registrar  General's  estimate) 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  

Rateable  Value  as  at  1.4.71 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (Actual  1 970/71 ) 

RAINFALL  : 

Pann  Mill,  Easton  Street  

Mill  End  Road  Pumping  Station  


7,091  acres 
59,930 
18,494 
£ 4,267,848 
£ 16,970 


711.5  mm 
689.2  mm 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  : 
Live  Births 

Total  M F 

Legitimate  1018  508  510 

Illegitimate  74  3b  58 

1092  544  548 

Stillbirths 

Total  M F 

Legitimate  945 

Illegitimate  3-3 

Deaths 

Total  M F 

468  253  215 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES  s 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 


Birth  rate  per  1,000 
estimated  resident 

of  the 

population  .. 

18.2 

Adjusted  Rate 

17.1 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(Live 

and  still)  births 

1 1.0 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000 

of  the 

estimated  resident 

population, 

7.8 

Adjusted  rate  ... 

9.2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births 
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DEATHS  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  : 


Total  number  of  deaths  14 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  13 

Number  of  legitimate  infant  deaths  14 

Legitimate  death  rate  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  14 

Number  of  illegitimate  infant  deaths 
Illegitimate  death  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births 

Neo-natal  death  rate 

Number  of  deaths  of  children  under  4 weeks  1 1 

(7  males,  4 females) 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  10 

Early  Neo-natal  death  rate 

Number  of  deaths  of  children  under  1 week  9 

(6  males,  3 females) 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  8 

Perinatal  mortality  rate 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 

per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  19 

DEATHS  (ALL  AGES)  : 

Deaths  from  - Cancer  108 

Measles  Nil 

Whooping  Cough  Nil 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  2 

Total  Tuberculosis  deaths  (all  cases)  1 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  cases)  0.01 

Total  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  deaths  1 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  0.01 

Total  non-Re spir a tory  Tuberculosis  deaths  Nil 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  Nil 

Total  Respiratory  Deaths  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  95 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  1,60 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  : 


Fourteen  infants  under  the  age  of  twelve  months  died 
during  1971,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  13.0 
per  1,000  live  births. 

The  following  table  gives  the  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000 
live  births  for  High  Wycombe  and  England  and  Wales  for  the  last 
ten  years 


1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

England  &*  Wales 

21.4 

20.9 

20.0 

19.0 

19.0 

High  Wycombe 

16.2 

17.5 

17.2 

16.5 

9.4 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

England  & Wales 

18.3 

18.0 

18.0 

18.0 

18.0 

High  Wycombe 

8.0 

16.0 

13.0 

18.0 

13.0 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  : 


B.1 
B.2 
B.3 
B.4 
B.5 
B.6 
B.7 
B,8 
B.9 
B.  10 
B.11 
B.  1 2 
B.  13 
B.1 4 
B.  15 
B.16 
B.  17 
B.  18 
B.  19(l ) 
B. 19(2) 
B.  19(3) 
B. 19(4) 
B.  19(6) 
B.  19(7) 
B. 19(8) 
B.  19(9) 
B. 19(10) 
B.  19(11) 


B.  20 

B.21 

B.22 

B.46(l) 

B.23 

B.46(3) 

B.24 

B.46(5) 

B.25  * 

B.  26 

B.26 


Cholera 
Typhoid  Fever 

Bacillary  dysentery  and  ameobiasis 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  diseases 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Other  tuberculosis,  including  late  effects 

Plague 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Streptococcal  sore  throat  and  scarlet  fever 

Meningococcal  infection 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Typhus  and  other  rickettsioses 
Malaria 

Syphilis  and  its  sequelae 
All  other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm  - Buccal  Cavity,  etc. 
Malignant  neoplasm  - Oesophagus 
Malignant  neoplasm  - stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm  - intestine 
Malignant  neoplasm  - lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm  - breast 
Malignant  neoplasm  - uterus 
Malignant  neoplasm  - prostate 
Leukaemia 

Other  malignant  neoplasms,  including 
neoplasms  of  lymphatic  and 
haematopoietic  tissue 
Benign  neoplasms  and  neoplasms  of 
unspecified  nature 
Diabetes  mellitus 

Avitaminoses  and  other  nutritional 
deficiency 

Other  endocrine,  nutritional  - and 
metabolic  diseases 
Anaemias 

Mental  disorders 
Meningitis 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 
Active  rheumatic  fever 
Chronic  rheumatic  fever 
Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 


1970 
M F 


2 

3 

9 

6 

20 


2 

1 

2 

3 

5 


1971 
M F 


1 1 
1 


1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

32 


4 

2 


16  19  17 


1 

1 

4 

7 

15 

4 


12 
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1971 


1970 


M P M F 


B.  27 

Hypertensive  disease 

3 

4 

3 

2 

B.  28 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

72 

41 

73 

41 

B.29 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

7 

6 

15 

13 

B.30 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

' 28 

36 

18 

25 

B.46(6) 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

2 

5 

6 

6 

B.31 

Influenza 

2 

1 

- 

1 

B.32 

Pneumonia 

26 

29 

29 

42 

B.33(l) 

Bronchitis,  emphysema 

20 

4 

11 

7 

B.  33  (Rem)  Asthma 

- 

- 

- 

2 

B.46(7) 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

4 

2 

2 

1 

B.34 

Peptic  ulcer 

1 

1 

- 

2 

B.35 

Appendicitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

B.36 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

1 

2 

- 

- 

B.37 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

1 

1 

- 

B.46(8) 

Other  diseases  of  the  digestive  system 

1 

4 

2 

1 

B.38 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

5 

- 

2 

- 

B.39 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

- 

- 

B.46(9) 

Other  diseases  of  the  genito-urinary  system  1 

1 

- 

1 

B.40 

Abortion 

- 

- 

- 

- 

B.41 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy, 
childbirth  and  puerperium 

_ 



B. 46(10) 

Diseases  of  the  skin  and  subcutaneous 
tissue 

1 

1 

B. 46(11) 

Diseases  of  the  musculo-skeletal  system 

- 

3 

3 

1 

B.42 

Congenital  anomalies 

2 

2 

2 

1 

B.43 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  and  other 
anoxic  and  hypoxic  conditions 

7 

3 

1 

Be44 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

2 

1 

2 

B„45 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

— 

1 

- 

- 

BE.  47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

3 

4 

1 

BE.  48 

All  other  accidents 

3 

5 

2 

3 

BE.  49 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

2 

- 

2 

2 

BE.  50 

All  other  external  causes 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Totals  : 

266 

211 

253 

215 
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SECTION  II 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

HOSPITALS  : 

The  Borough  is  in  the  area  administered  by  the  Oxford 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  hospitals  available  to  local 
residents  are  as  follows  :- 

General  The  General  Hospital,  High  Wycombe. 

Amersham  General  Hospital. 

Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital,  Aylesbury. 
Marlow  Cottage  Hospital. 

Infectious  Diseases  Slade  Isolation  Hospital,  Oxford. 

Maternity  Shrubbery  Maternity  Home,  High  Wycombe. 

Amersham  Hospital  Maternity  Unit. 

Mental  St  John’s  Hospital,  Stone,  Aylesbury. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council.  The  local 
headquarters  are  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre. 

All  Nursing  and  Midwifery  staff  are  attached  to  general 
practices  and  attend  the  patients  of  these  practices  no 
matter  where  they  live  rather  than  restrict  themselves  to  a 
particular  area  in  the  town. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES  : 

The  needs  of  the  district  are  served  by  the  Ambulance  Station 
in  West  End  Street  which  caters  for  an  extensive  area  in  and 
around  High  Wycombe. 
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SECTION 


III 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 
CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES  : 

(a)  Administered  by  the  Bucks  County  Council 

Child  Welfare  Centres 


Municipal  Health  Centre 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays 

2.0  - 4.0  p.m. 

St  Peters  Church  Hall 

Micklefield 

Mondays 

2.0  - 4.0  p.m. 

Castlefield  Health  Clinic 
Chiltem  Avenue 
2nd  & 4th  Tuesdays 

2.0  - 4.0  p.m. 

St  Birinus  Church  Hall 
Cressex  Road,,  High  Wycombe 
1st,  3rd  & 5th  Tuesdays 

2.0  - 4.0  p.m. 


Community  Centre 
West  Wycombe 
4th  Wednesday 
2.0  - 4.0  p.m. 

Sands  Memorial  Hall 

Mondays 

2.0  - 4.0  p.m. 

St  Andrews  Church  Hall 

Totteridge 

Thursdays 

2.0  - 4.0  p.m. 

Methodist  Church  Hall 
Deeds  Grove 
1st  & 3rd  Fridays 
2.0  - 4.0  p.m. 


Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Clinic 


Municipal  Health  Centre 
Tuesdays 
9.30  - 11.0  a.m. 

Also  by  computer  appointment  at  all  Child  Welfare 

Centres 


Dental  Clinic 
Municipal.  Health  Centre 

(Nursing  and  expectant  mothers  and  all  children) 


Mothercraft  and  Relaxation  Classes 

Municipal  Health  Centre 

Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays  2.0  - 4.0  p.m 

Fridays  10.30  a.m.  - 12.30  p.m 
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Cervical  Cytology  Clinics 

Municipal  Health  Centre 
Mondays  10.0  - 11.0  a.m.  (appointments) 

(b)  Administered  by  Regional  Hospital  Board 


Ante-Natal  and  Post- 
Natal 


Tuberculosis  Clinic 


Venereal  Diseases 


Outpatients  Department 
Wycombe  General  Hospital 
Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays 

10.0  - 11.0  a.m. 

Chest  Clinic 

Wycombe  General  Hospital 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays 

9.0  a.m.  - 12.0  noon 

Wycombe  General  Hospital 
Mondays  and  Wednesdays 
Females  : 2.30  - 4.0  p.m. 
Males  : 4.30  - 6.0  p.m. 


(c)  Administered  by  Other  Bodies 


Family  Planning  Clinic 


(Family  Planning 


Association) 


4 Harlow  Road 
Mondays  2.30 

6.30 

Tuesdays  1 .30 

Wednesdays  9.30 
Thursdays  12.00 
2.00 
5.00 


- 4.0  (Vasectomy) 

- 8.0  p.m. 

- 3.0  p.m. (Vasectomy) 
-11.0  a.m. (Sub-fertility) 

- 1. 30p.m. (I.U.D.) 

- 3.30p.m.  " 

- 7.00  p.m.  (Vasectomy) 


Young  Persons  Clinic 


Mondays  6.30 

Wednesdays  12.15 

6 Harlow  Road 

Mondays 

1.15 

Tuesdays 

9.45 

6.15 

Wednesdays 

9.45 

6.15 

Thursdays 

6.15 

Fridays 

9.45 

12.30 

- 8.00 

p.m 

- 1.45 

p.m 

- 2.45 

p.m 

-11.15 

a.m, 

- 7.45 

p.m 

-11.15 

a.m 

- 7.45 

p.m 

- 7.45 

p.m 

-11.15 

a.m 

- 2.00 

p.m 

LABORATORY  SERVICES 

Facilities  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  Oxford. 
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SECTION 


I V 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(a)  Notifiable  Diseases 


The  Table  on  the  following  page  gives  the  number  of  cases 
notified  during  the  year. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  TABLE  FOR  1971 


(b)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria , Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 

Immunisation  against  these  is  usually  started  about  the  age 
of  4 months  - a combined  vaccine  being  used.  Individual 
vaccines  are  very  seldom  used  these  days. 

During  1971  1,137  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria, 

1,165  against  tetanus  and  1,046  against  whooping  cough. 

(c)  ^Vaccination  against  Measles 

894  children  were  vaccinated. 

(d)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

Routine  vaccination  against  Smallpox  has  been  discontinued. 

(e)  Rubella  Vaccination 

In  order  to  cut  down  the  incidence  of  Rubella  in  pregnancy 
and  thus  reduce  the  chances  of  development  of  malformations 
in  the  unborn  child  vaccination  is  offered  to  female  children 
in  the  11-13  age  range.  During  1971  1,898  were  vaccinated. 

These  children  attended  schools  in  the  area  covered  by  the 
Wycombe  Divisional  Executive. 

(f ) B.C.G.  Vaccination  (Tuberculosis) 

This  is  made  available  to  all  children  in  the  13  year  age 
group  attending  schools  locally.  2,238  children  were  tested 
of  whom  1,900  were  negative  and  were  vaccinated.  Of  the  338 
positive  148  had  been  vaccinated  previously. 

(g)  ^Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

1,041  children  within  t he  Borough  were  vaccinated.  The 
vaccine  is  taken  by  mouth  and  is  not  given  by  injection. 

(h)  Tuberculosis 

17  cases  of  pulmonary  and  13  non  pulmonary  were  notified.  Of  the 
pulmonary  cases  10  were  Asians  as  were  11  of  the  non- pulmonary. 

(i)  Isolation  Hospital 

There  is  none  locally.  The  Slade  Hospital  at  Oxford  admits 
cases  from  this  area. 

* Refers  to  children  born  1968  - 1971. 
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SECTION 


V 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  Tuberculosis  Service  is  administered  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

The  tables  on  the  following  pages  give  the  position 
regarding  tuberculosis  in  High  Wycombe  during  1971. 
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TABLE 


I 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


RESPIRATORY 

HOH 

-RESPIRATORY 

GRAI-ID 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

i 

F 

. Total 

TOTAL 

Ho.  on  Register  on 

1st  January  1971 

131 

72 

203 

39 

21 

60 

263 

Ho.  first  notified 
during  1971 

12 

5 

17 

8 

5 

13 

30 

Ho.  of  cases  entered 
in  Register  other 
than  by  notification 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ho.  removed  from 
Register  during  1971 

(a)  Died 

(b)  Removed  from 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

District 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

- 

1 

(c)  De-notified 

3 

3 

6 

3 

- 

3 

9 

Ho.  remaining  on 
Register  on  31st 

137 

74 

211 

44 

26 

70 

281 

December  1971 



— 

TABLE  II 
DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 


Year 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Deaths 

2 

- 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

T ABLE 


III 


AGE  GROUPS  OF  NEW  CASES  AND  OF  DEATHS 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

Group 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10-15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-20 

2 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20-25 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25-35 

3 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35-45 

1 

2 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45-55 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

55-65 

65  and 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

over 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

12 

5 

8 

5 

2 

- 

- 

- 

The  above  Table  gives  in  detail  the  number  of  new  cases  and  the  number 
of  deaths  of  persons  on  the  Register  (either  from  tuberculosis  or 
other  cause)  notified  during  1971. 


SECTION  VI 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  : SECTION  47 
During  the  year  no  action  was  necessary. 
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Public  Health  Inspectors  Office, 
8 Easton  Street, 

High  Wycombe. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 

Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  High  Wycombe 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  the  privilege  of  presenting  ray  annual  report 
for  the  year  ending  31  st  December,  1971 , and  I hope  you  will 
find  it  of  use  and  interest. 

The  report  is  made  up  of  various  sections  but  there  is, 
in  fact,  no  definite  divisions  in  the  work.  For  convenience 
the  town  is  divided  into  five  areas  each  with  an  inspector 
responsible  for  dealing  with  the  various,  and  multiple  matters 
which  arise  and  which  are  required  to  be  dealt  with  by 
Government  Legislation.  The  guardianship  of  environmental 
health  rests  within  what  is  virtually  a small  department  but 
within  that  department  there  rests  a wealth  of  knowledge  and 
experience,  which  covers  technical,  practical  and  legal 
matters.  This  must  be  so,  for  no  one  side  of  environmental 
health  can  be  divorced  entirely  from  the  other.  In  connection 
with  housing  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  often  consulted 
with  regard  to  dampness,  he  must  have  a thorough  knowledge  of 
building  techniques,  be  able  to  estimate  costs  and  examine 
works,  yet  this  is  only  one  part  of  his  duties’.  This  know- 
ledge has  again  to  be  used  in  connection  with  food  premises  - 
with  offices  and  shops  legislation  - and  in  addition  use  his 
specialised  knowledge  of  food  condition,  manufacture,  quality  and 
danger s,and  also  be  an  adviser  in  matters  of  noise  nuisance, 
pest  control  etc. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  though  my  report  may  be  considered 
to  be  lengthy  by  some  giving  mainly  statistical  information, 
it  is  by  no  means  a report  on  the  whole  of  the  achievements. 

Finally,  I would  pay  tribute  to  my  staff  for  their  work 
and  support  and  thanks  to  Dr.  Muir  for  giving  advice  where 
required,  and  to  those  other  colleagues  who  have  co-operated 
where  necessary „ 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

R.F.  SHAPTER 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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The  following  Acts  are  wholly  or  partly  administered  by  the 
Departments- 


Principal  Acts 

Public  Health  Acts  1875  - 1961. 

Housing  Acts,  1930  - 1969 .(Unhealthy  Areas,  Unfit  Houses, 

demolition,  improvement,  repair  etc.) 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955*  (including  provision  re  sampling.) 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956  and  1968 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963. 

Other  Acts 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  & Welfare  Provisions)  Act  1956. 
Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act,  1963. 

Buckinghamshire  County  Council  Act,  1957  (Sections  50,51 

and  52) . 

Caravan  Sites  & Control  of  Development  Act,  i960. 

Chopping  Wycombe  Corporation  Act,  1927.  Part  VII  and 

Sections  101  ,102,1  04s  105  and  106. 
Explosives  Acts,  1875  " 1923 

Fabrics  (Misdescription)  Act,  1913  - Regulations  1959. 
Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1961 . 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952. 

High  Wycombe  Corporation  Act,  194-6.  Part  V. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926. 

National  Assistance  Act,  194-8.  Sections  47  and  50. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960 

Oil  Burners  (Standards)  Act,  i960 

Pet  Animals  Act , 1951  * 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949® 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951® 

Rent  Act,  1968, 

Shops  Act,  1950  - 1965 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1954  - 1958. 

Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958. 

Trades  (Misdescription)  Act  1968,  (in  relation  to  food). 
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COMPLAINTS 


PUBLIC 


HEALTH  (UENETRAL) 


Whilst  a Public  Health  Inspector  working  in  and  around 
a district  may  Become  acquainted  with  matters  which  may  be  a 
nuisance  or  injurious  to  health,  complaints  to  the  department 
assist  in  drawing  attention  to  specific  matters*  737  such 
complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and  they  are 
classified  below o 

Complaints  Received 

Accumulations  and  rubbish 
Animals  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance 
Caravans 
Clean  Air 
Drainage 

Dust  and  obnoxious  smells 
Food  and  food  hygiene 
Houses  in  multiple  occupation 
Insect  Pests 
Noise 

Premises  in  such  a state  as  to  be  a nuisance 
Miscellaneous 


1211 

38 
19 
1 
32 
72 
35 
1 07 
11 
22*4 
48 
50 
6o 


All  complaints  were  investigated  and,  where  justified, 
action  was  taken  - mainly  being  dealt  with  by  direct 
contact  with  the  persons  concerned.  29  Informal  and  6 
Statutory  Notices  were  served*  The  number  of  complaints 
in  the  various  categories  was  approximately  the  same  as  for 
1970,  but  there  was  an  increase  in  number  from  702  to 
737  mainly  due  to  Insect  Pest  complaints.  The  carpet 
beetle  (and  its  larvae  commonly  called  the  woolley  bear) 
was  the  cause  of  numerous  complaints  or  enquiries.  This 
insect  is  troublesome  and  can  do  much  damage  to  carpets,  but 
their  breeding  grounds  may  well  be  birds’  nests  in  roof 
spaces  from  where  they  may  make  their  way  via  an  airing 
cupboard  to  carpet s. 


117  wasp  nests  were  cleared  and  in  addition  29  packets 
of  powder  were  issued*  A charge  was  made  for  this  service 
after  September. 
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Noise  nuisances  varied  from  neighbourhood  noises  to 
industrial  and  aircraft  noise.  The  first  cannot  be  dealt 
with  by  Public  Health  legislation.  The  second  is  often 
a matter  of  great  concern  to  the  complainant,  but  measurement 
of  sound  pressure  by  decibel  readings  does  not  always  show 
the  annoyance  which  may  be  given  by  a constant  high  frequency 
sound  at  low  decibel  readings,  especially  when  emitted  in 
normal  sleeping  hours.  Action  was  taken  to  have  industrial 
noise  reduced,  but  unfortunately  no  law  exists  to  limit  the 
levels  of  sound  from  new  machinery  which  may  be  installed 
and  create  a fresh  nuisance.  To  put  it  in  plain  terms,  one 
may  be  able  to  have  a noise  nuisance  abated  only  to  find  that 
a week  later  the  installation  of  new  plant  or  machinery  may 
cause  a fresh  nuisance. 


As  far  as  aircraft  noise  is  concerned,  a meeting  was 
held  between  Members  of  the  Wycombe  Rural  District  and  the 
Borough  Councils,  Officers  of  the  Councils  and  the  Airport 
Manager  on  questions  of  noise  from  flying  at  Booker  Airfield. 
Some  good  may  have  resulted  from  the  meeting  but  aircraft 
noise  appears  to  be  one  where  constant  representations  by 
those  affected  to  those  causing  it  may  be  the  eventual 
remedy.  It  is  sometimes  better  to  enquire  from  those  at  the 
source  at  the  time  of  nuisance  rather  than  to  complain  at  a 
later  time.  Indeed  in  the  case  of  noise  from  a factory,  a 
telephone  call  to  the  premises  where  the  nuisance  arises  or 
to  the  Management  at  home  at  the  time  of  nuisance  (especially 
if  in  the  early  hours)  might  be  of  affect  in  minimising  a 
nuisance. 
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G-ENERAL  HEALTH  MATTERS 


Notifiable  diseases  - visits  made 
Library  books  disinfected 
Wasps  nest  cleared  (plus  29  powder  given) 
Houses  treated  for  other  insects 
Advice  given  in  other  cases  (insects) 

H ous  es  di sinf e st  ed 
Drains  cleared 


122 

69 

117 

24 

35 

4 

28 


The  visits  made  under  notifiable  diseases  were 
concerned  mainly  with  persons  coming  into,  or  returning 
to,  this  country  from  abroad.  It  included  such  matters  as 
invalid  or  non-existent  vaccination  certificates,  contacts 
with  persons  suffering  from  notifiable  diseases,  and  even 
the  contracting  of  "intestinal  diseases  or  mal  conditions" 
as  a result  of  spending  holidays  abroad.  These  "follow  up" 
visits  often  involve  delicate  personal  matters  and  searching 
enquiries.  Perhaps  persons  who  so  suffer  appreciate  the 
benefits  of  the  Health  Service  of  the  British  Isles,  but  I 
fear  they  are  inclined  to  tolerate  mal  functions  of  the  body 
for  the  benefit  of  some  sunshine,  but  would  probably  complain 
bitterly  if  contracting  a mild  form  of  food  poisoning  in 
this  country.  I gather  that  some  people  holidaying  abroad 
are  careful  not  to  drink  the  raw  water  in  case  it  is  polluted 
but  ironically  they  will  wash  fruit  in  that  very  water  in 
order  to  "protect  themselves"  from  likely  germs  on  that  fruit 
or  use  ice  to  cool  their  drinks.  Maybe  there  is  much 
environmental  health,  education  yet  to  be  done. 

SffIMNg  FOOLS 

The  sampling  of  swimming  pool  water  was  continued  from 
the  Corporation' s swimming  pools  and  from  those  at  Schools. 

34  samples  were  taken  from  the  Council  pools  during  the  year 
and  these  were  all  satisfactory.  59  samples  were  taken  on 
behalf  of  Bucks  County  Council  from  swimming  pools  at  schools 
and  the  results  were  satisfactory  though  some  advice  on 
filtration  and  sterilisation  of  the  water  was  necessary 
following  on  the  results  of  five  samples. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  16  samples  of  piped  water  taken  from  various  premises 
in  the  town  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Oxford  proved  to  b®  of  the  highest  bacteriological  standard. 

We  would  be  surprised  and.  indeed  concerned  if  they  had  not 
been  sol 

Six  samples  of  raw  water  taken  from  the  supply  wells 
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within  the  town  and  submitted  to  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  for  analysis  also  proved  of  the  highest 
standards,  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically.  No 
poisonous  metals  or  faecal  contamination  were  found  but 
nevertheless,  because  of  the  presence  of  calcium  carbonate, 
it  was  classified  as  rather  hardj  Two  of  the  samples  were 
from  privately  owned  wells. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Talks  on  the  work  of  my  department  have  been  given  to 
various  Societies  and  at  schools  etc.,  during  the  year,  and 
in  addition,  much  information  was  given  to  students  at 
colleges  in  connection  with  their  studies  on  the  question  of 
pollution.  This  was  apparently  the  * in*  subject  for  a thesis, 
but  the  interest  shown  in  this  way  is,  of  course,  something  to 
be  encouraged,  and  it  is  far  better  for  a young  person  to 
seek  the  facts  rather  than  organise  a ’demo'  in  ignorance. 
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SUPERVIS  I 0 N OF 


FOOD  SUPP LIES 


(a)  MILK  SUPPLY 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Oeneral)  Reflations  1959 
Registration 

■•I  !■  I 1»BI  MC  O H r»  ■ 1 1 mimam 

Five  new  distributors  of  milk  from  retail  shops  were 
registered  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  regist- 
rations  is  now  67 o 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  19 63-^. 

New  Licences  were  issued  in  1971  for  dealing  in  the 
following  dgsignat i ons  s - 

(a)  Pasteurised  9 

(b)  Sterilised  2 

(c)  Ultra  Heat  Treated  2 

The  total  number  of  Dealers  Licences  now  held  is  70 . 
Bacteriological  Sampling 

212  Samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Oxford  for  bacteriological  examination.  Details 
of  the  results  are  as  follows? - 


Supplier  A 
*E 
C 
D 


Samples  Failures  Percentage 

- » •"  r T ** 

(Methylene 

Blue) 

57  7 12.3 

40 

115  1 <>87 


212  8 3.8 


I am  pleased  to  report  that  these  figures  show  an 
improvement  on  the  quality  of  milk  from  that  of  last  year 
and  it  may  be  that  steps  taken  in  the  case  of  one  dairy, 
particularly,  had  some  effect.  All  samples  passed  the 
Phosphatase  Tests  showing  that  the  milk  had  been  properly 
pasteurised . 

*( Supplier  *B*  as  used  in  previous  year's  reports  ceased  to 
retail) . 
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ftQFOOD  SAMPLING 

Analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst 

The  following  Table  shows  results  on  samples  submitted 
during  the  year:- 


Article 


Beverages 
Biscuits 
Bread 
Butter 
Cakes 
Cake  Mixes 
Cane  Syrup 
Cereals  (with  fruit 
and  almonds) 

Cheese 
Cheese  Roll 
Chicken  Stock 
Cooked  Meats 
Cooking  Oils 
Dried  Fruit 
Essences 

Fillings  (meat  and 
choc.) 

Fruit 

Ground  Almonds 

Honey 

Ice-cream 

Icings 

Marmalade 

Mashed  Potato  Mix 

Meat  Pies 

Milk 

Pear  Nectar 
Pepper 

Pickled  Onions 

Rice  Crackers 

Sauces  (Choc.) 

Sausages 

Sausage  Rolls 

Savoury  Mix 

Soft  Drinks  

C JF 


Formal  Informal  Genuine 


Not 

Genuine 


4 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 


1 

1 

6 


1 1 


10 

1 

3 

2 

8 

1 


9 

1 

3 

7 

1 


1 

1 


2 

1 


2 2 


1 

1 

1 


1 


6 


4 
1 
1 

5 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

JJ 

81 


4 
1 
1 

5 

1 


2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

JL 

67 


2 

1 

1 


2 


20 
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FOOD  SAMPLING  (Continued. „ .) 


Article 

Formal 

Informal 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

b/f 

6 

81 

6? 

20 

Spirits 

15 

2 

17 

- 

Spreads 

- 

3 

1 

2 

Strawberry  Dessert 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Sugar 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Tinned  Fruit 

- 

7 

6 

1 

West  Indian  Food 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Totals 1 

21 

99 

96 

24 

FOOD  COMPLAINTS 

104  complaints  were  received  concerning  the  condition 
of  food  or  foreign  matter  within  food.  The  complaints  were 
about  a variety  of  foods  and  the  causes  of  complaint  were 
also  very  varied.  Bread  and  milk  were  the  two  foods  about 
which  most  complaints  were  made  and  this  is  not  surprising 
because  apart  from  the  fact  that  they  are  two  of  the  most 
common  foods  the  production  of  factory  bread  does  carry  a 
certain  risk  of  mould  — its  moist  structure  sealed  within 
an  air-tight  wrapper  asks  for  trouble  - and  the  returned 
empty  milk  bottles  are  not  always  in  the  state  which  they 
should  be,  giving  difficulties  in  the  bottling  of  milk  in 
returned  bottles*  No  excuses  can  be  made  for  either  the 
mould  in  bread  or  dirty  milk  bottles  and  bread  manufacturers 
and  milk  bottlers  make  every  endeavour  to  overcome  their 
difficulties. 

It  is  said  that  the  housewife  demands  the  wrapped 
sliced  loaf  and  the  production  of  them  has  been  forced 
upon  the  bread  manufacturers.  Personally,  I believe  the 
queues  for  bread  from  small  bakeries  gives  the  lie  to  that 
suggestion,  and.  home  baked  bread  will  always  be  rated  as 
’one  up’  on  the  factory  sliced  loaf.  The  truth  is  that 
large  areas  of  population  make  it  impossible  to  set  up 
sufficient  economically  run  small  bakeries. 

Among  the  complaints  received  were  those  of  a 
caterpillar  in  a can  of  tomatoes  (a  natural  hazard?) , nail 
in  sausages,  soft  and,  sprouting  potatoes,  decomposing  jellied 
eels, fatty  infiltration  in  liver,  and  a wasp  in  jam.  Some 
complaints  were  not  justified  for  example  pickled  onions 
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alleged  to  have  caused  sickness  and  honey  spread  which  was 
not  honey.  All  cases  were  fully  investigated  and  where 
necessary,  action  taken  for  prevention  of  future  complaints. 
This  was  especially  so  in  cases  of  the  jellied  eels  where  it 
was  arranged  that  future  consignments  should  he  transported 
under  refrigerated  conditions. 

One  complaint  of  particular  interest  was  that  of 
vitamin  tablets  purchased  in  a London  shop,  and  which  it  was 
alleged  had  caused  pain  when  taken  in  the  advised  dosage. 

This  was  passed  to  the  appropriate  London  Authority  because 
it  was  obviously  a "back  street  trader"  and  investigation 
revealed  unfortunately  that  the  "birds  had  flown" . This 
instance  brings  to  light  the  fact  that  there  are  still 
persons  about,  who  are  out  for  "quick  catch  penny  returns" 
and  whilst  it  would  not  be  my  duty  to  deny  anyone  the 
setting  up  of  a new  business  in  any  type  of  food  or  drug 
manufacture,  it  is  ny  duty  to  say  that  when  buying  vitamin 
tablets,  medicines  and  tablets,  one  would  do  well  not  to 
buy  them  because  they  appear  to  be  cheap. 

Unsatisfactory  Samples 

The  following  notes  on  the  unsatisfactory  samples  may 
be  of  interest. 

Cake  Mixes 

Samples  taken  in  these  cases  were  to  support 
representations  being  made  with  regard  to  the  labelling  of 
these  mixes.  Representations  were  made  to  the  various 
manufacturers  concerned  and  eventually  discussions  were  held 
with  members  of  the  Food  Manufacturers  Federation.  The 
question  at  issue  was  whether  packeted  food  described  as 
Take  Mix"  containing  only  the  ingredients  "flour,  sugar  and 
baking  powder,"  was  properly  described,  or  whether  it  should 
be  labelled  as  "sweetened  self-raising  flour,"  This 
discussion  brought  no  satisfaction  but  it  was  decided  that 
legal  proceedings  should  not  be  instituted,  especially 
bearing  in  mind  that  the  addition  to  that  mix  of  a little 
rice  flour  (for  instance)  would  put  it  beyond  the  definition 
of  sweetened  self-raising  flour,  (by  definition  "flour"  means 
"wheat  flour)  and  in  view  of  the  Labelling  of  Food 
Regulations  1970  which  will  be  in  force  from  January, 1973,  it 
will  then  be  necessary  to  put  any  ingredients  to  be  added  to 
a mix,  to  make  the  named  product,  immediately  below  the  name. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  in  the  case  of  certain 
mixes  we  shall  see  clearly  "add  an  egg,  butter  and  currants." 
Nevertheless,  instances  have  been  seen  where  the  name  of  the 
product  is  so  close  to  the  bottom  of  the  pack  that  the 
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statement  of  ingredients  to  be  added  is  hidden  by  the  fold  of 
that  packet  - a matter  to  be  investigated. 

It  is,  of  course,  interesting  to  note  that  if  the 
products  of  one  firm  are  examined,  it  is  noted  that  the 
descriptions  of  both  "Cake  Mix”  and  ’’Sponge  Mix”  are  used  - 
the  ingredients  being  in  both  instances  "flour,  sugar, baking 
powder"  but  evidently  it  matters  not  what  they  are  called  but 
what  they  are,  because  one  is  told  that  cakes  cannot  be  made 
from  the  Sponge  Mix  or  sponge  from  the  Cake  Mix  - it  all  depends 
on  the  flourll  Evidently  "finer  grains  make  finer  flour"  - 
though  my  using  this  well  known  slogan  is  no  indication  of  the 
Company  involved  in  this  case. 

Cheese 

The  informal  sample  of  cheese  showed  an  excess  of 
moisture  but  a following  up  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Marmalade 

The  samples  of  marmalade  were  deficient  in  soluble 
solids  pointing  to  a lack  of  sugar.  This  was  a home  made 
product  and  steps  were  taken  to  bring  them  to  the  legal 
standard. 

Cooking  Oils 

These  were  reported  on  as  being  improperly  labelled 
because  the  specific  oils  used  in  manufacture  were  not 
declared.  Cooking  Oil  is  often  a blend  of  refined  oils  such 
as  ground  nut,  soya  bean,  sunflower,  cotton  seed,  maize,  but 
in  the  production  of  oil  the  availability  of  such  oils  is  not 
constant  and  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  a regularity  of  supply 
and  so  the  blend  has  to  be  made  from  those  available.  Modern 
techniques  are  such  that  various  oils  may  be  blended  in  order 
to  form  a uniform  product  as  far  as  its  use  as  a cooking  oil 
is  concerned.  One  may  see  the  difficulty  in  having  to  declare 
the  ingredients  used  in  permutating,  say,  three  oils  out  of 
nine.  Innumerable  types  of  label  would  be  required  and  there 
would  be  great  possibility  of  wrong  labels  being  used.  There 
are  certain  exemptions,  namely  that  the  oil  or  fat  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  other  products  may  be  declared  simply  by 
the  generic  name  "Cooking  Oil"  or  even  "Shortening"  and  not  by 
the  specific  name  of  the  oils  or  fats.  Compound  cooking  fat 
which  is  made  from  the  same  or  similar  oils  can  be  labelled 
simply  "Compound  Cooking  Fat"  and  is,  in  simple  terms,  a 
solidification  of  the  oils  and  is  often  used  for  the  same 
purposes. 
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Turning  to  the  samples  in  question,  therefore,  it 
seemed  that  to  pursue  the  matter  would  have  "been  one  of  pure 
legal  phrasing  serving  no  practical  use  and  not  "being  of 
real  benefit  to  the  housewife „ The  matter  was,  therefore, 
"left  on  the  table"  but  with  a slight  alteration  in 
labelling  to  show  clearly  that  the  product  was  a "blend  of 
vegetable  oils," 

Milk 


The  sample  of  milk  was  one  which  contained  "foreign 
matter"  and  "not  of  the  substance  demanded",  legal 
proceedings  were  successfully  instituted. 

Chocolate  Sauce 

These  samples  were  considered  to  be  incorrectly 
labelled  and  this  was  substantiated  by  the  Public  Analyst. 
Representation  to  the  firms  concerned,  however,  showed 
variations  in  analysis  and  the  matter  was,  therefore, 
pursued  informally.  One  product  was  withdrawn  from  sale* 
The  real  question, however , was  whether  a product  in  which 
cocoa  was  used  in  small  quantity  could  rightly  be  called  a 
chocolate  sauce.  In  one  case  the  labelling  went  further 
to  suggest  that  it  was  a blended  milk  chocolate  and  this 
was  being  followed  up. 

The  whole  question  of  chocolate  and  chocolate 
products  is  confusing  and  even  the  definition  in  the  New 
Labelling  of  Pood  Regulations  will  be  of  little  help. 
Perhaps  it  is  not  particularly  important  in  the  case  of 
sauces  but  may  be  so  in  the  case  of  Hard  Chocolate. 

On  confectionery  counters  one  can  find  products  side 
by  side,  one  being  the  familiar (and  well  understood)  . 
chocolate  bar,  the  other  a similar  looking  product  but 
which  contains  only  a small  amount  of  cocoa  butter  and  is 
generally  referred  to  as  "couverture"  in  the  baking 
industry  and  "cooking  chocolate"  in  common  parlance.  The 
difference  in  labelling  is  that  the  latter  is  not 
described  as  "chocolate."  My  advice  can  only  be  that  if 
one  wants  to  be  sure  of  getting  real  chocolate  (that  is 
the  well  established  type  of  sweetmeat  made  from  the  cocoa 
bean  and  sugar  (and  milk,  in  the  case  of  milk  chocolate)) 
then  one  should  buy  that  which  is  clearly  labelled 
"chocolate."  This  of  course  also  applies  to  such  articles 
as  Easter  Eggs,  childrens  "Smokers"  sets,  Christmas  tree 
decorations  and  similar  products. 
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Other  Non-G-enuine  Samples 


The  other  samples  which  were  adversely  reported  upon 
concerned  food  where  complaints  had  "been  made  concerning 
such  things  as  taste,  discolouration  or  foreign  material. 
Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  two  of  these  cases, 

(c)  FOOD  CONDEMNED  (OTHER  THAN  MEAT  AT  SLAIJTIHTERHOTJSES ) 

In  accordance  with  usual  practice,  unfit  and  spoiled 
foods  from  retail  shops  are  surrendered  to  the  local 
authority  in  return  for  a certificate  of  condemnation  or 
destruction.  This  is  often  necessary  in  the  case  of 
refrigerator  breakdowns  and  other  spoilage.  During  the 
year  the  following  foods  were  destroyed  as  unfit  or 
unsaleable. 


Meat  at  Retail  Shops 

1 

cwt . 

35 

lbs. 

Cooked  Meat  & Meat  Products 

98 

lbs. 

Canned  Meats 

2 

cwt . 

33 

lbs. 

Other  Canned  Foods 

16 

cwt. 

62 

lbs. 

Fish  (Fresh) 

42 

lbs. 

Fruit  & Vegetables  (Fresh) 

1 

ton  3 

cwt . 

54 

lbs. 

Fruit  & Vegetables  (Frozen) 

3 

cwt  0 

49 

lbs. 

Other  foods 

1 

ton  0 

cwt « 

15 

.lbs. 

Frozen  food  (Cabinet  breakdown) 

3 

ton  4 

owt . 

27 

lbs. 

6 

ton  12 

cwt  • 

79 

lbs. 

Soft  drinks  etc.  6 galls. 

Ice  Cream  & Desserts  147  galls. 

In  no  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  condemn  a whole 
consignment  of  food. 

(d)  LABORATORY  TESTING-  OF  MILK 

152  Samples  of  milk  were  tested  in  the  department’s 
laboratory  for  the  percentage  of  fat  and  solids-not-fat . 
Analysis  in  our  own  laboratory  is  a considerable  financial 
saving  in  Analyst’s  fees.  The  chemical  quality  of  milk 
continues  to  be  very  good,  the  following  figures  showing 
result  s well  above  the  presumptive  standards  of  3%  fat 
(2$  Channel  Islands)  and  80^o  solids-noi-f at . Even  though 
the  percentage  of  fat  may  be  above  the  legal  limit  no 
"skimming”  is  allowed  in  this  country. 
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The  average  contents  were  as  follows: - 


Grade 

Number 

Fat 

Solids-not-Fat 

Channel  Island 

of  samples 

73 

4.6 

9.4 

All  grades  other 
than  Channel  Island 

79 

3.8 

9.01 

All  grades 

152 

4.17 

9.2 

(a)  ICE  CREAM 

152  premises  in  the  Borough  were  registered  for  the 
sale  of  ice  cream,,  These  mainly  covered  the  retail  sale 
from  shops  and  similar  premises.  No  registration  is  required 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  from  vehicles,  hut  whereas  most  of 
the  retail  shops  sell  wrapped  ice  cream  which  has  been  produced 
under  full  supervision  at  a factory,  the  mobile  trader  is 
often  manufacturing  ice  cream  on  the  vehicle  from  a cold  mix 
supplied  to  him  in  a container.  It  may  be  that  the  cold  mix 
has  also  been  produced  under hygienic  conditions  and  under 
supervision  at  a factory  but  the  storage  and  process  of  the 
mix  and  the  eventual  freezing  into  a soft  ice  cream  can  lead 
to  contamination  of  one  kind  or  another. 


82  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  the  results  were  as  follows: - 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


22  samples 
18  samples 
13  samples 
29  samples 


Ice  cream  samples  are  in  four  grades  according  to  the 
Methylene  Blue  Tests  - Grades  I and  II  being  considered 
satisfactory  and  Grades  III  and  IV  unsatisfactory.  Gradings 
III  or  IV  show  that  there  are  a greater  number  of  organisms 
present  than  need  be  but  give  no  indication  of  type,  and  it 
acts  as  a guide  to  the  cleanliness  of  production  methods. 

The  next  table  sets  out  details  of  the  results 
obtained. 
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Source  of  Sample 

Vehicles 

Premises 

Grade 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

Soft  Ice-cream 

3 

4 

3 

20 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Ice-cream 

3 

3 

2 

4 

16 

11 

8 

5 

The  results  in  the  table  above  indicate  that  soft  mixes 
from  mobile  traders  were  generally  unsatisfactory  there  being 
23  in  Grade  III  and  IV  as  against  7 satisfactory  ones.  Much 
attention  was  paid  to  the  methods  of  cleaning  the  equipment 
and  of  serving,  and  the  Public  Health  Inspector  responsible 
worked  hard  to  obtain  Improvements.  Sampling  of  the  cold 
mix  proved  that  these  too  were  on  occasions  unsatisfactory 
and  these  cases  were  referred  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
for  the  district  in  which  they  were  manufactured.  If  we  are 
to  believe  that  the  tests  themselves  are  satisfactory  it  is 
time  to  make  a statutory  standard  - persuasion  in  itself  is 
not  sufficient.  It  is  my  opinion  that  there  is  need  to 
remain  vigilant  on  ice  cream  of  certain  types  and  its 
manufacture  but  the  whole  question  of  suitable  tests  and  the 
enforcement  of  a statutory  standard  needs  discussion. 

(f)  -OTHER  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

There  are  forty- nine  registered  food  preparing  premises 
within  the  Borough,  mainly  for  fried  fish,  sausage  manufacturing 
and  the  cooking  of  chicken.  No  established  bacteriological 
sampling  is  in  force  for  the  products  prepared  at  these  establish- 
ments. 

(g)  FOOD  .HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  1935-1960  AND 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (MARKETS.  STALLS  AND  DELIVERY  VEHICLES) 
REGDLATi0N5~T%^~ 

A total  of  1321  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in 
connection  with  food  hygiene  and  the  number  of  contraventions 
are  set  out.  There  are  512  food  premises  in  the  Borough  and 
34-  food  stalls  and  hawkers  carts  (excluding  milk  and  bread 
delivery  vehicles) . 


-34- 


List  of  Contraventions  Found 

Total 

Premises 

Stalls 

and 

Lack  of  wash-hand  basins 

4 

2 

Vehicles 

2 

Lack  of  hot  water  supply 

8 

6 

2 

Lack  of  lighting  & ventilation 

2 

2 

- 

Lack  of  cleanliness 

26 

25 

1 

Disrepair 

14 

14 

- 

Other  provisions 

26 

19 

7 

80 

68 

12 

The  most  difficult  matter  to  he  dealt  with  on  food 
hygiene  is  in  connection  with  a food  trade  carried  on  by 
Asians.  Apart  from  language  difficulties,  the  lack  of 
hygiene  knowledge  and  their  general  way  of  life  and  the 
constant  trips  to  Pakistan  or  India  by  the  Proprietor  makes 
things  even  more  difficult, in  that  no  one  with  authority  is 
left  in  charge  and  to  take  action  against  the  proprietor  in 
his  absence  would, I am  sure,  receive  little  sympathy  from 
many  quarters.  Yet  the  business  is  being  carried  on  and 
food  hygiene  must  be  considered.  One  must,  therefore,  drive 
the  lesson  home  when  the  proprietor  is  available.  Legal 
proceedings  were  taken  against  one  proprietor  for  several 
offences  resulting  in  fines  of  £110  and  £5  costs. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AM)  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


A total  of  517  visits  and  inspections  were  carried  out 
in  connection  with  the  641  registered  premises,  1 1 6 of  these 
were  full  inspections.  As  will  he  seen  from  the  tables, 

31  shops  were  registered  several  being  in  the  Town  Centre; 
other  registrations  included  15  for  offices. 


Notices  were  served  drawing  attention  to  the  various 
contraventions  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  as  listed 
below? - 


Section 


Number  of  Contraventions  Found 


4 Cleanliness  4 

5 Overcrowding  1 

6 Temperature  4 

7 Ventilation  7 

8 Lighting  1 

9 Sanitary  Conveniences  5 

10  Washing  Facilities  12 

11  Supply  of  drinking  water  3 

12  Clothing  Accommodation  1 

16  Floors,  passages  & stairs  6 

17  Fencing  exposed  parts  of  machinery  1 

24  First  Aid  and  General  Provisions  8 

.Other  Matters  44- 


Tot  al:  97 

These  figures  show  that  there  was  a considerable 
reduction  against  the  number  found  in  1970  when  there  was 
a total  of  434  contraventions  (many  of  which  were  in  respect 
of  shops  opening  in  the  new  town  centre).  There  is  still 
ignorance  concerning  the  operation  of  the  Act, and  those  who 
know  or  should  know  of  the  provisions  fail  to  carry  them  out 
unless  reminded. 

ACCIDENTS 

23  accidents  were  reported  during  1971  (2  at  offices, 

15  at  shops  and  6 at  warehouses).  None  were  of  a serious 
nature  although  there  were  4 fractures;  these  were  to  body 
extremities,  20  of  the  accidents  were  investigated  and  in 
no  case  was  there  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  Management. 
The  type  of  accident  and  cause  was  varied;  one  accident  was 
to  a shop  assistant  by  a shopper®  s own  trolley,  one  by  a 
drawing  pin.  piercing  the  sole  of  a shoe,  but  one  which  could 
have  been  more  serious  concerned  a goods  lift  when  the 
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operator  finding  the  motor  inoperative  started  to  wind  it  by 
hand  - hut  the  motor  was  restarted  by  an  Engineer  working  on 
the  motor  elsewhere  and  the  handle  struck  the  operator  in  the 
eye*  In  this  case  the  handle  should  have  been  removed  whilst 
the  motor  was  receiving  attention,. 


Detailed  classification  is  as  follows:- 


Fractures  4 
Bruising  3 
Strains  and  Sprains  7 
Cuts  and  abrasions  9 
Dislocation  1 

and  parts  of  the  body  affect ed:- 

Eyes  1 
Toes, Feet  and  Ankles  1 
Fingers,  Hands  and  Wrists  6 
Back  (Strains  only)  5 
Arms  and  Legs  8 
Shoulder  2 
Back  (Bruising)  1 
Base  of  Spine  (Fracture)  1 
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Period  Covered  1st  January  to  31st  December  1971 
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H 0 US  I N6 


(a)  HOUSES  IN  MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION 

The  control  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation  takes  far 
more  time  and  requires  much  more  administration  than  the 
mere  reporting  of  349  visits  or  inspections  would  indicate. 
This  work,  like  so  much  other  environmental  health  work, is 
not  only  the  enforcement  of  legislation,'  it  is  a human 
problem  which  calls  for  understanding  and  assessment  of  all 
the  circumstances  of  a case.  A District  Inspector  gets  to 
know  his  people  and  their  circumstances  and  problems.  It  is 
in  this  light  that  appropriate  action  is  taken.  The 
"official’  action  is  used  where  necessary  and  in  1971  six 
Directions  to  control  the  number  of  occupants  were  placed 
on  houses  in  multiple  occupation.  The  growth  of  families 
within  houses  creates  the  greatest  problem,  but  when  a 
family  leaves  efforts  are  made  to  prevent  rehabitation 
beyond  the  limits  set  down,  but  this  is  by  no  means  an  easy 
matter. 

(b)  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  IMPROVEMENT 

63  houses  in  the  area  of  Duke  Street  and  Slater  Street 
were  declared  a clearance  area.  After  an  inquiry  this  was 
confirmed  by  the  Department  of  the  Environment  as  was  the 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order  which  was  made  on  the  land. 

47  families  required  rehousing  and  by  the  year’ s end 
thirteen  had  already  been  rehoused. 

A small  area  of  3 houses  in  West  Wycombe  Road  was  also 
confirmed  during  the  year  and  this  was  dealt  with  by  Clearance 
Order. 

The  tables  on  the  following  pages  give  the  statistical 
information  on  the  total  Clearance  programme | what  it  does 
not  give,  of  course,  is  the  humanitarian  side  of  the 
exercise.  This  is  a matter  which  can  be  discussed  and  even 
argued  about  time  and  time  again.  Nevertheless,  a duty  is 
placed  upon  a Public  Health  Inspector  to  report  to  his 
Council  on  the  condition  of  houses  in  his  area.  Where  there 
is  an  area  of  unfit  houses,  a decision  has  to  be  made  on 
the  best  way  of  dealing  with  them.  Where  there  is  a 
number  of  different  owners,  experience  has  shown  that  to 
make  a clearance  area  is  the  right  action.  Obviously  some 
houses  will  be  in  a worse  state  than  others  but  the  prime 
consideration  is  unfitness  for  human  habitation  for  which 
a statutory  standard  is  contained  in  the  Housing  Acts, 
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though  judgment  and  experience  is  necessary  for  its  applic- 
ation. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  majority  of  tenants 
are  eager  to  leave  their  old  houses  and  move  to  modern  or 
improved  council  owned  houses.  I am  sure  that  some  people 
who  preach  for  the  retention  of  unfit  houses  would  not  wish 
to  live  in  them.  The  elderly  are  the  most  reluctant  to  move 
and  though  some  may  wish  to  move  into  dwellings  with  Warden's 
service  and  other  services,  there  are  always  some  who  regret 
the  passing  of  the  mixed  community  and  neighbourliness.  The 
sight  of  young  people  and  the  cries  of  a young  baby  are  not 
considered  a nuisance  by  all.  Watching  the  growing  up  of  a 
neighbour's  children  often  becomes  an  interest  to  those 
whose  own  children  have  left  them.  The  little  garden,  the 
small  greenhouse  and  perhaps  the  small  shed  or  workshop  gives 
enjoyment  and  activity  and  may  be  missed  with  the  new 
accommodation. 

The  object  of  clearance  is,  as  I have  indicated,  to  give 
people  better  houses  than  the  unfit  ones  in  which  they  live. 
The  interest  in  total  housing  does  not  end  when  an  area  is 
confirmed  and  the  persons  rehoused,  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  is  al?.rays  interested  in  the  well  being  of  his 
"old  clients"  though  not  all  would  thank  the  inspector  for 
his  responsibility  in  having  them  moved  from  their  old 
home. 


Turning  to  other  matters  of  clearance  it  may  be  said 
that  a Council  "cannot  win."  If  it  delays  the  rehousing 
of  those  who  wish  to  move  only  into  some  area  of  their 
choice,  or  for  that  matter  are  loth  to  move  at  all,  it  is 
accused  of  turning  the  area  into  a desert  and  a dump.  As 
an  environmental  health  officer,  I too  deplore  the  fact 
that  rehousing,  redevelopment,  rehabilitation  or  other 
actions  pre-fixed  by  "re"  take  time.  It  does  cause 
environmental  health  problems  (although  sometimes  over- 
stressed) , it  does  make  for  untidiness  and  hooliganism, 
but  the  fault  of  the  hooliganism,  the  illegal  occupation 
of  empty  houses,  the  depositing  of  unwanted  material,  is 
the  fault  of  those  who  indulge  in  it.  This  type  of  person 
shows  a lack  of  responsibility  to  the  community.  It  is  not 
the  fault  of  a local  authority  which  is  acting  in 
humanitarian  ways  and  carrying  out  its  legal  and  moral 
obligations  looking  rather  further  into  the  future  than 
perhaps  many  of  the  critics  manage  to  do  themselves. 
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Perhaps  the  most  disappointing  part  of  my  work  was  the 
fact  that  Improvement  G-rants  for  the  older  properties  were 
not  heing  taken  up  to  any  great  extent.  Much  of  this 
resulted  no  doubt  from  the  fact  that  money  had  to  be  found 
for  the  owners  contribution  which,  with  a sum  for  repairs, 
is  over  of  the  cost.  Surveys  have  shown  that  in  the 
Borough  over  of  the  houses  which  require  improvement, 
either  by  standard  amenities  or  to  the  twelve  point  standard, 
are  owned  or  occupied  by  elderly  persons  who  do  not  wish  to 
carry  out  the  improvements. 

Despite  this  there  are  many  houses  which  need  standard 
amenities  of  full  improvement.  The  G-overnment  campaigns  and 
advertising  bring  forth  a number  of  enquiries  but  these  have 
proved  to  be  from  persons  who  require  modern  kitchen  fitments, 
central  heating,  or  rewiring  of  houses,  none  of  which  are 
eligible  for  grant  without  other  improvements,  but  may  be  a 
part  grant  if  a house  is  being  fully  improved  and  repaired. 

In  this  respect  advertising  campaigns  "to  modernise  your 
kitchen"  with  grant  aid,  are  somewhat  misleading,  Other 
enquiries  are  for  the  enlargement  of  the  living  rooms  - again 
not  a grant  aided  improvement,  though  inadequately  sized 
kitchens  or  bathrooms  may  be  improved  by  grant. 

The  houses  lacking  in  amenities  but  with  room  to  provide 
them  and  change  of  internal  arrangement  are  most  suited  for 
full  improvement,  but  houses  with  a shorter  life  can  well  be 
given  the  standard  amenities  to  make  living  in  them  more 
comfortable  and  convenient  for  a number  of  years.  The 
standard  grant  is  based  mainly  on  convenience  of  living  and 
personal  body  cleanliness,  the  only  aid  to  cleanliness  and 
ease  of  food  preparation  being  a sink  and  hot  and  cold  water 
to  it.  Yet  an  important  matter  in  food  preparation  is  a 
surface  which  can  be  readily  cleansed  as  well  as  drainage 
surface  for  utensils  after  their  washing.  This  can  be  taken 
into  consideration  when  rehabilitation  of  a house  is  being 
carried  out  with  an  Improvement  G-rant.  Yet  fifteen  years 
(the  expectancy  of  house  for  standard  amenities)  is  a long 
time  for  a housewife  to  work  with  poor  food  preparation 
facilities.  The  facilities  for  the  preparation,  storage  and 
cooking  of  food  is  a part  of  the  standard  of  fitness  for  a 
house,  but  the  fact  that  it  is  poor  would  neither  render  the 
house  unfit  or  call  for  the  service  of  Notice  to  improve. 

So  perhaps  future  thought  may  be  given  to  make  a Standard 
G-rant  available  for  this  purpose  and  include  it  as  a 
necessary  standard  amenity. 
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However,  all  may  not  He  lost,  the  improvement  of 
houses  is  at  last  taking  on,  mainly  with  owner/occupiers, 
and  in  some  cases  with  young  married  persons^  eager  to  find 
a house  at  a price  they  can  afford.  The  repair,  improvement 
and  modernisation  (hand  in  hand)  can  "bring  "back  life  into  an 
older  area.  Others  follow  and  eventually  an  area  can  "be 
revitalised*.  It  must  be  appreciated  that  even  if  a 
terraced  house  cannot  be  brought  up  to  full  Parker  Morris 
standard  (that  new  name  to  old  ideals)  it  can  at  least  be 
made  into  a good  house  for  a number  of  years. 

(c)  Improvement  Area 

An  inspection  of  the  houses  in  G-reen  Street,  Upper 
Green  Street  and  Jubilee  Road  was  carried  out  with  a view 
to  making  an  improvement  area.  Officers  of  the  Department 
of  the  Environment  became  aware  of  this  before  any  positive 
plans  were  drawn  up  and  they  visited  the  site  and  discussed 
tentative  proposals.  Because  of  the  existing  and  future 
road  patternsin  the  area  it  was  considered  that  an  improve- 
ment area  would  be  to  no  great  advantage.  In  my  opinion 
this  was  an  area  of  the  town  which  required  an  uplift  beyond 
the  mere  improvement  of  the  houses  themselves  and,  therefore, 
a disappointment  to  hear  the  views  of  the  Department's 
Officers  against  which  it  would  have  been  nonsense  to  act. 

(a)  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  within  the  Borough. 
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Deleted  as  standard  amenity  1969 

Not  included  as  a standard  amenity  until  1969. 
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C.o.  = Clearance  Order 

C.P.0«  = Compulsory  Purchase  Order 

*As  confirmed 


TABLE  III 


Area  in  which  action  was  completed  before  1971 


Date  oflNo.of  Families 

No.  of 

AREA 

Declar- 

rehoused  by 

Houses 

at  ion 

Local 

Authority 

Demolished 

(a)  Totals  for  Areas 

completed,  prior 

155 

175 

to  1,1. £3 

(b)  Other  Areas 

Mill  Street  (No.l) 

1938 

4 

4 

George  Street  (Nod) 

1959 

1 

3 

Oxford  Road  (No.  l) 

Baker  Street  (Nos«l&2) 

1957 

17 

19 

& G-eorge  Street  (No. 2) 

i960 

61 

70 

Bridge  Street  (No .3) 

1962 

5 

6 

lichardson  Street 

1958 

113 

124 

Bridge  Street  (No ,2) 

1958 

40 

59 

Vest  Wycombe  Road(No„2) 

1961 

3 

4 

lailway  Place 

1961 

35 

39 

Pennington  Road  ) 

1958 

91 

98 

Duke  Street  Nod) 

2 

4 

Totteridge  Road 

1961 

2 

3 

Oxford  Road  (No. 2) 

1961 

50 

59 

Queen  Street  (No.l) 

1961 

19 

24 

Bowerdean  Road  Nos  .1, 

[2,  3 & 4) 

1965 

36 

34 

Des'borough  Road  (No.l) 

1965 

10 

12 

Central  Area  Redevelop- 
ment 

1960/1 

37 

48 

Gordon  Road  (No. 2) 

1961 

2 

3 

Vest  Wycombe  Road  (No. 3) 

1966 

3 

4 

Victoria  Street  (No.l) 

1967 

14 

20 

Totals: 

700 

812 

-49- 


HOUSING-  ACT  1 9 6 9 

QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 


1972  Total 


Improvement  Cases 

■wAyo— p*  ■mi  mmm  mm  mmm — 

Number  of  applications  for  qualification 
certificates  under  section  44(2)  under 
consideration  at  end  of  period  « • • • 

Number  of  certificates  of  provisional 
approval  issued  * • ••  ® 

Number  of  qualification  certificates  issued 
under  section  46(3)*  • 9 ° ° ® • ••  4 

Standard  amenities  already  provided 

Number  of  applications  for  qualification 
certificates  under  section  44(l)  under 
consideration  at  end  of  period  . • . « 2 6 

Number  of  qualification  certificates  issued 
under  section  45(2)  in  respect  of:- 

(i)  dwellings  with  rateable  vplue  of 

<£90  or  more  in  G-r eater  London  or 
£60  or  more  elsewhere  „ . . „ 

(ii)  dwellings  with  rateable  value  of 

£60  to  less  than  £90  in  G-reater 
London  or  of  £40  to  less  than  £60 
elsewhere  ..  e . «•». 

(iii)  dwellings  with  rateable  value  of 
less  than  £60  in  G-reater  London 
or  less  than  £40  elsewhere  « „ 


. . 11 

a . 1 

. . Nil 


(26) 

(20) 

(4  + 2 
cancel- 
led) 

(55) 

(24) 

(2) 

(Nil) 


Exemption  for  low-income  tenants  from  section  54 

Number  of  certificates  issued  under 
section  55  o o ©*  o©  oo  ©©  ©•  Nil  (Nil) 
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CLEAN  AIR 


(a)  Domestic  Smoke 

Towards  the  year's  end,  the  No.  17  area  was  confirmed 
hy  the  Department  of  the  Environment  with  an  operative  date 
of  1st  July,  1972.  The  number  of  houses  in  this  area  was 
greater  than  any  other  confirmed  area,  being  1,950  and  in  a 
district  vdiere  many  conversions  would  be  required  as  it 
included  much  property  built  around  1 900-1 91 1 . The  confirmation 
of  this  Order  meant  that  3>422  acres  and  over  13-647  houses 
in  the  Borough  were  subject  to  Smoke  Control  Orders. 
Unfortunately,  it  is  not  possible  to  take  measurements  of 
the  Smoke  and  S02  pollution  but  records  kept  earlier  showed 
a downward  trend.  Those  who  observed  the  smoke  in  High 
Wycombe  before  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Clean  Air  Acts 
will  know  how  the  drift  of  smoke  in  the  valley  has  now 
disappeared.  Climatic  conditions  in  December  were  fog  inducing, 
and  some  occurred,  but  had  there  been  no  smoke  control  it  would 
have  been  dirty  and  dense;  in  fact  it  was  hardly  noticed. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  orders  already  made  in 
the  Borough. 


Smoke  Control 

Houses 

Houses 

Areas 

Planned 

erected 

to  date 

Acreage 

Gomm'  s Wood 

122 

122 

11.75 

Deeds  Grove 

388 

388 

56.6 

New  Road  No.  1 

94 

94 

10.63 

New  Road  No.  2 ) 

Castlefield  No.l) 

145 

145 

8.4 

10.9 

Upper  Bowerdean 

443 

335 

39.0 

Hicks  Farm 

1119 

IO67 

128.3 

Quebec  Road 

201 

201 

29.0 

*Plomer  Hill 

120 

120 

, 10.0 

(Borough 

Desborough  Avenue 

599 

597 

192.0 

North  Western 

2209 

2120 

725.0 

Western  Area  (No.l 2) 

1270 

1240 

750.0 

High  Wycombe  (No.l 3) 

1377 

1358 

280.0 

High  Wycombe  (No.l 4) 

1315 

1282 

162.0 

High  Wycombe  (No.l 3) 

845 

780 

112.0 

High  Wycombe  (No.l 6) 

1298 

1246 

227.0 

High  Wycombe  (No.l 7) 

2102 

1969 

670.0 

13647 

13064 

3422.6 

* Joint  area  with  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 
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Bonfires 

Many  people  complained  about  garden  bonfires  but 
unfortunately  little  can  be  done  by  way  of  enforced  action. 
The  chief  difficulty  arises  from  the  fact  that  a wind 
direction  may  remain  fairly  constant  over  a period  and  one 
or  more  persons  receive  the  full  amount  of  smoke  from 
different  bonfires  over  the  period.  No  single  bonfire  can 
be  classed  as  a nuisance  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  193&  though  a fire  continuously  burning  or  lit  at 
frequent  intervals  may  be.  Many  people  would  like  Byelaws 
made  to  restrict  the  lighting  of  bonfires  between  certain 
hours.  But  what  is  the  best  time  for  bonfires?  Certainly 
not  at  the  weekend:  certainly  not  in  the  mornings  when  many 
people  still  like  to  give  their  clothes  a blow  in  the  wind, 
and  not  summer  afternoons  when  people  hope  to  enjoy  their 
gardens  when  the  weather  is  suitable.  So  this  leaves  the 
evenings  and  this  too  could  be  a bad  time  because  climatic 
inversions  take  place  keeping  smoke  low  and  preventing 
dispersion.  What  is  required  in  these  cases  is  consideration 
but  even  those  whose  intentions  are  good  are  sometimes  let 
down  by  a sudden  change  in  the  wind  direction.  One  answer 
would  be  the  collection  of  all  garden  refuse  with  household 
refuse  but  apart  from  the  additional  cost  there  could  be 
other  difficulties  perhaps  leading  to  expected  collection 
of  grubbed  out  hedges  and  other  large  unwanted  garden  items. 
There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  an  answer  must  be  found  to 
the  nuisance  from  garden  bonfires.  Composting  as  much  as 
possible  is  of  course  beneficial  to  the  garden  and  a useful 
way  of  destruction  but  this  is  not  always  possible  as  not 
all  garden  waste  lends  itself  to  this  method  of  disposal.  To 
prevent  bonfires  completely  would,  I am  sure,  lead  to  the 
dumping  of  undesirable  matter  in  back  lanes,  pathways, 
woodlands  and  other  open  spaces  and  then  perhaps  destroy 
good  grassy  areas  with  bindweed,  ground  elder,  nettles  and 
other  prolific  and  unsightly  weeds.  In  turn  the  destruction 
of  weeds  calls  for  the  use  of  chemical  weedkillers  and  then 
further  environmental  problems  arise. 

Industrial  Smoke 

Emissions  from  industrial  chimneys  still  cause  trouble 
(from  one  or  two  points  within  the  Borough)  and  efforts  are 
being  made  to  overcome  any  cause  for  complaint.  Nevertheless, 
it  was  not  found  necessary  to  resort  to  any  legal  proceedings 
as  "smutting”  from  oil  fired  boilers  is  caused  by  technical 
difficulties  rather  than  from  deliberate  or  negligent  action. 

A Notifications  for  the  installation  of  new  furnaces 
were  received  and  furnaces  were  considered  satisfactory  in 
the  light  of  Section  3 of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956# 
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Chimney  Heights 


Clean  Air  Act  Section  6 


Approval  of  chimney  heights  was  given  in  six  cases 
the  recommendations  with  regard  to  SO  and  possible 
nuisance  having  been  taken  into  consideration. 
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EXPLOSIVES  ACTS  1875-1923 


The  number  of  registrations  for  the  period  ending 
30th  September j 1971  was  31 • 

FACTORIES  ACT  1937 

No.  of  factories  of  all  types  594 

No.of  inspections  (including 
outworkers  premises)  237 

No.  of  contraventions  found  22 

No. of  complaints  received  from 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  2 

The  report  as  required  by  the  Department  of 
Employment  and  Productivity  is  added  as  an  appendix  to 
this  report. 
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PREVENTION  OF  D A M A G-  E 


BY 


PESTS  ACT  19  4-9 


Agreements  in  force  10 
Total  complaints  received  420 
(Agricultural  premises 

(Business  premises  118 
(Domestic  premises  261 
(Other  premises  24 
( Complaints  not  justified  1 7 
Total  visits  by  Rodent  Operators  2598 
Total  visits  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  41  5 


The  problem  experienced  in  the  control  of  the  house 
mouse  as  reported  last  year  has  very  largely  been  overcome 
by  the  continued  use  of  the  anticoaqulant  poison, 
Cocmatetralyl  in  place  of  Warfarin.  A series  of  mouse 
traps  used  in  conjunction  with  the  laying  of  baits  is  also 
proving  to  be  beneficial  in  reducing, in  many  instances, the 
length  of  time  taken  to  eradicate  an  infestation. 

The  river  Wye  continues  to  be  a source  of  infestation 
by  rats  and  it  is  found  necessary  to  carry  out  a continuous 
survey  and  treatment. 
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LEG-  A L 


PROCEEDINGS  1971 


Table  showing  legal  proceedings  taken,  and  results,  during 

1971:- 


Acts,  Orders  or 


■tteguiaxions  urner 
which  Proceedings 
were  instituted 

Default  or  Offence 

Result 

Food  & Drugs 

Sale  of  Meat  Pie  not 

Fined  £30.00 

Act  1955 . 

of  the  substance 

Costs  £1 1 .00 

Section  2 

demanded.  (Foreign 

matter  in  pie) . 

Food  & Drugs 

Sale  of  Milk  not  of 

Fined  £20.00 

Act,  1 955 

the  substance 

Costs  £10.00 

Section  2. 

demanded.  (Foreign 

matter  in  milk) . 

Food  & Drugs 

Sale  of  Chicken  not 

Fined  £30.00 

Act  1955 

of  the  substance 

Costs  £10.00 

Section  2 

demanded.  (Chicken 

with  mould  growth) . 

Food  Hygiene 

Conditions  of 

Fined  £110.00 

(General) 

premises  and  food. 

Costs  £5.00 

Regulations  1970 
Sections  18,25, 

7 & 16. 

Food  & Drugs 
Act  1955, 

Section  8 
Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests 
Act  1949 
Section  3« 


Total  fines  = £190.00 


Costs 


£36.00 
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VISITS  AND  INSP  E C T IONS  MADE 


Clean  Mr  Act: 

Survey  & Mi sc* 

582 

Installations 

156 

Observations  & Visits 

542 

Factories  Act: 

Powered  Factories 

215 

Non-Powered  Factories 

2 

Building  Sites 

17 

Outworkers 

3 

Public  Health  General: 

Drainage 

228 

Dwelling  Houses  (Repairs) 

300 

General  Environmental  Health 
Infectious  Diseases  and 

561 

Disinfection 

122 

Insect  Pests  & Disinfestation 

144 

Movable  dwellings 

16 

Noise  abatement 

440 

Swimming  Pools 

44 

Water  Supply 

6 

Food  Premises 

Food  Manufacturers 

22 

Inspections: 

General  Food  Premises 

754 

Market  Stalls  and  Mobile  Traders 

118 

Milk  Shops  & Dairies 

16 

Cafes,  Canteens  & Restaurants 

411 

Food  Condemnations: 

General  Premises 

75 

Food  & Drugs 

Miscellaneous 

46 

(Sections  2,6,  etc.) 

Premises  Visited 

162 

Following  up  visits 

97 

Bacteriological 

Milk 

44 

Sampling: 

Ice  Cream 

119 

(Visits & Inspections) 

Swimming  Pools 

63 

Water 

21 

C/F 


5326 
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VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE 

(Continued) 


Housing: 

B/F 

Clearance  Areas 

Repair 

Overcrowding 

Standard  Grants 

Improvement  Areas 

Houses  in  Multiple 
Occupation 

Rent  Act 

Qualification  Certificates 

5326 

127 

299 

11 

436 

238 

363 

1 

94 

Rodent  Control: 

Public  Health  Inspectors 
Rodent  Operators 

415 

2598 

Shops  Act  (Observa- 
tions & visits) : 

38 

Explosives  Act: 

40 

Pet  Animals: 

6 

Animal  Boarding 
Establishments: 

7 

Miscellaneous 

Duties: 

553 

Offices, Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act: 

517 

11069 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

The  following  Tables  give  the  prescribed  particulars 
required  under  the  provisions  of  Section  153(l)  of  the 
Factories  Act  1961  with  respect  to  matters  under  Part  1 
and  Vlll  of  that  Act. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

I - INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Section  1,2, 
3,4  and  6 are  to 
be  enforced  by 

Local  Authority 

12 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

582 

215 

7 

(iii)  Other  premises; 
in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  Out- 
workers 8 Premises  ) 

" 

4-0 

17 

634 

! 234 

7 

- 
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2 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

NOo  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
Prosecutions 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

instituted 

Want  of  Clean- 
liness (s.i) 

_ 

o» 

Overcrowding  ( S . 2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
Temperature  (S . 3) 

- 

- 

— 

• 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilat  ion  (S.Z^ 

_ 

Ineffective 
Drainage  of 

Floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

22 

13 

2 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  i 

22 

13 

" 

HWJ.-T  ■ i to— ^a:— ii  ihihiw 
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PART  VIH  OP  THE  ACT 


OUTWORK 


(Sections  133  and  13k) 


Nature 

Section  133 

Sect: 

Lon  134 

of 

work 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in  Aug. 
list 
Section 
133(1) 
(°) 

No.  of 

cases 

of 

Default 
in  send- 
ing 

list  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
Prose- 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

No.  of 
instan- 
ces of 
work  in 
unwhole- 
some 

premises! 

Notices 

Served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing 

ap-parals 

Making 

etc. 

36 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cleaning 

and 

washing 

Furniture 

and 

Upholst- 

ery 

Carding 

etc.. 

16 

of 

buttons 

etc. 

Totals; 

52 

- 

! - 

- 

- 

- 
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